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Fursuant to tha direction of November 24, 1975 of the 
Attorney General, a review was undertaken of the files of the 
Department and the FBI that pertain to Martin Luther King., Jr. 
The purpose of the review was to make a recommend utian na^to 
v/hether the investigation of the assassination of Dr. King 
should be reopened. On December 1, you elaborated on the° 
Attorney General's direction and set as goals for the review 
the answering of two questions: £l0 

1) What action, if any, was undertaken by 
the FBI which had or may have had an 
effect, direct or indirect, on tha 
assassination of Martin Luther King? (u) 

2) What action, if any, was undertaken by 
the FBI which had or may have had any 
other adverse effect, direct or indirect, 
on Martin Luther King?( o) 

At various times you, Mr. Turner and I participated in the 
review. I saw nothing in the files that I read that Indicates 
any involvement of the FBI in the assassination of Dr. King. 
However, there was a campaign by tha FBI to discredit and to 
neutralize Dr. King and to remove him from a leadership role 
in the civil rights movement. There are v:any examples of 
improper FBI activity that were directed against Dr. King, 
his associates and the Southern Christian La vlershdLp Confine* 
(SCLC) . Co) 
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II . METHODOLOG Y 

The -.Hr st step In our review was to find out the extent 
o^.tha Rursaii's files cn Dr. King, his family, associates and 
relevant organisations. Ue learned that the relevant riles are 
voluminous." For example, at FBI Headquarters the so-called 
security investigation of Dr. King consists of 94 sections or 
ioluc.es, comprising 3967 serials (memoranda) ; files on SCLC con- 
sist of 106 sections of 2249 serials; files captioned Communist 
Influence in Racial Matters consist of 162 sections of 3/67 ^ 
serials; files captioned Communist Party, USA - Negro Question 
consist of 49 sections of 2254 serials; files on the assass^na- 
tion~inves t iga tion consist of 84 sections of 6003 serials; files 
on Mrs. King consist of three sections of 75 serials; fil e s_o n _ 
(deleted pursuant to 5 U .S.C. §552 ( b) (7) (Q_ 
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.) There are core files on more associates 



There are more FBI files in the various field offices.^ 

For example, the Atlanta file of the security investigation of 
Dr. King consists of 80 sections cf 8321 serials; tne Memphis 
fila cf the assassination investigation consists of 120 sec- ' 

A .ticr.3 cf 34S3 serials, [deleted pur suant to 5 U.S.C. 8552(b) (7) (C)] 

• — t — : 

There ere additional FBI files, net included above, such 
as "subfiles" - usually news-clips , ana "jure rilw- - ^ 

unsanitised memos regarding mlcropnone or telephone eurveiiiaicce. 
Additionally, there are Tto**s files with hundreds tiora^ sections 
in the Department itself which consist primarily or wr*at trie 
FBI 'has provided and which, therefore, ara sanitised and not as 
informative as the FBI's files. 

Prior tc reading any file3, we net with trose members 
of the staff of the Church Committee who had been wording tor 
several months on matters relating to Dr. King. They advised 
us that they had found nothing to implicate tr.e bureau ... 

Dr. King’s death. As they put it, they had ^ound no wasg 
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pistol". However they had found evidence of the Bureau’s cam- 
paign against Dr. King and, through public testimony, have 
already publicised that fact. Cn Monday, March 22 1 I read the 
draft of the Committee's report dealing with this matter /uj 
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III. KEY PEOPLE ™ TUZ DEPARTMENT 07 JIJSTI C^_FBI 
AND SCLC 

i 9 ° 4 CO ienNal iron October 3, 1966 to Jsnunry 20, 

?969 Dur<n- this same poriod, the Deputy Attorneys General 
were* Supreme Court Justice Byron R. VSL). 

April U, 1962 ) Ketnenoach (nay 3 1962 ^ ^ christ opher 

Clark (Feoruary 11, 19ob - - Assistant Attorney 

(July 24, 1967 - January zO 1969). Th- Ass-s. j. 

Can-4al for Internal Security was D.C. Court or A PP® vt&ahts 

wer^Burke^Mar shall 6 (1961-1964 ) ^ John^o (19 65 - 1$ 6 7 ) and Stephe 
J. Follak (1967-1969) e^tl . / /, 

relevant tines the FBI was headed by J. Edgar 
Hoover. AC 4e l A f sociate Director 

rie S ?or“u inuosti -itile otters during this period, uas AUn 

pursuant to 

■ '.~T~TU1 • 

n t vs paried the Bureau had several operating di-Va.- 

DUi-xasS istant Director ana a ueyu^y 

plena which were naa^ed -^~ S £ 2Loach was assistant director 

called e r.ur.-— o~~ — — • ~ **."" n . ion His Hunbar one nan was 

in charge of the Crirce Records Divisro. .^ ^ ate job . In 

R.F.. Wick- DeLoach nas ./tbi^division handled congressional 
addition to recosus work th - information and press re- 

liaison, White House con * - » JL nistration the principal con- 
lotions. During the .^^f^neJol ucs Assistant 

tact for the Bureau and the Attorney 

Dire:tc: Ccurtney Evans /u.) 
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The major operating division on this matter was the 
Domestic Intelligence Division headed by Assistant Director 
William C. Sullivan and number one taan Joseph A. Sizoc. 

Sullivan, was later fired and j_ 

* •' . [ deleted 'pursuant to (b)(7)(C)] Sizoo has re- 
tired , L . . . .,..r • . The sections in 

this division that were involved are the Subversive Control 
Section, which focused on individual security subjects and the 
Internal Security Section which focused on organizations and 
certain lcey individuals- This section, for example, handled 
the Smith Act prosecutions. When the bureau first started its 
coverage of Dr, King, it was handled in Subversive Control; 
when the investigation was intensified it was transferred to 
Internal Security /uc| 

The Subversive Control Section was headed by James 
Bland whose number one man was Paul Cox. Both are now retired. 
The Internal Security Section was headed by Feed J. Baumgardner, 
assisted first by Dick Gorman and later by Cheri.es Brennan. 
Baumgardner is retired, [d eleted pursuant to .(b) (7) (C)] 

. . . . . . . Co man and Brennan are both retired. Within 

that section the King case was handled initially by William 
Fprsythe (new deceased) and than continuously by _£ deleted 
*" - (b) (7) (C)4 unit chief who is still with the Bureau. (Cu) 



The SCLC was headed by Dr. 
in b'CLC included Rev. Ralph Aberr- 
ant! Congressman Walter Fauntroy. 



King. !!ls p-tae-pa;. associates 
achy, Congressman Andrew Young 

[..'......(b)(7)(C) 
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IV. INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING’S HEATH 
BY THE FBI . 

A . Adequacy of the Investigation 

Mv reading of the assassination investigation leads me 
to cere 1 ude that the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive, 
through and professional. Every conceivable lead seems to 
have beer, oursued. Great numbers of persons who were known to 
dislike blacks were checked out as suspects. All Bureau field 
offices were out on alert to participate in the investigation 
and each SAC was held personally responsible for seeing that 
leads in his area were run down. I have ta_.ced witn -n,.e 
attorneys who. at various times had responsibility lor monl- 
torincr the investigation and all are satisfied -hat tha F 
had nothing to dc with Martin Luther King's assassination. (C.J 

B. Indications of- Bureau Involvement in _the 

. * Assassination 

There are none with the exception of the COINTELPRO 
activity of procosing that a blind memorandum be sen-to a 
a ,r... papsr to embarrass King into moving into cue 

Hotel l-tare ho was shot. That has been investigated previously 
and its purpose is subject to a different interpretation, ois- 
cussed below 

Evidence exists that the FBI was not involved in King's 
assassination. On April 2 , 1363 Attorney General uamsey Cibi. 
turned down an FBI request to tape the telephones o- SCuC -n 
ante -nd Washington to learn about plans for uhe .ocr 
ppoole^s Campaign. This request indicates that the FBI expected 
no change in SCLC’s (and King's) plans. The attempt to dis- 
credit Kin ' 7 bv slanting an embarrassing story in tie Inempms 
pipers Indicates a continuation of the Bureau's campaign against 
EJ™ w c snggasts that the last thing J. Edgar hoover wanted 

make «taT. «£** 

SSrllSrhlg/^lIally, the investigation was so massive and 
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i n t- eP QP that FBI involvement was likely to be discovered, un 
less one believes chat virtually the entire Bureau was cor rupees - 

which I do not. (C~) 

Finally even to the present time we investigate allege-^ 
tior.s that persons other than James Earl Ray may nave assassinated 
Kin*- None of these recent investigations have uncovereo a.; 
facts which indicate that someone other than Ray was involv 
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V . FBI 1 s CAMPAT r i~l TO DISCREDIT OR MBUTHALIZB 
MARTIN LUTHER KISG. JR. 



I will set out in a chronological narrative the FBI's 
interest in, and investigation of. Dr. King. It began as a 
security Investigation to determine whether he was a communist 
and the extent of communist influence on him. It was corrupted 
internally by the FBI and largely became an effort to find cut 
facts embarrassing to King that might be used to remove him 
from a leadership role in the civil rights movement. The 
attached Report Exhibit should be read in conjunction with this 
narrative as an aid in recognizing peaks and valleys in the 
Bureau's campaign against Dr. King. (C.) 

A. *"* '■ ' 
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In February 1961 Xing wrote an article in the Nati on 
regarding the dearth of black federal agents, including FBI 
afrits The thrust of the article appears to have aeon an 
aweii to' President Kennedy to issue an Executive Order inte-_ 
r rating federal lav enforcement agencies. _ In Itoveaber 
advised Headquarters that there was no information on .vh_cn o 
base a security matter inquiry of King.^j 



B~ 



CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET . 
[exempt- 5USC 8552(b)(1)] 
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Hoover also sent a memo 
York on February 27, 1962. It 
files and to prepare a repoit 



to the SACs in Atlanta and Hew 
instructed them to review their 
suitable for dissemination which 
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should include ail information of a security nature, plus 
complete background data, on King. Ko cpen investigation was 
to be conducted and all inquiries were to be limited to esta- 
blished sources. The review was ordered, according to Hoover, 
because of widespread use of King's name by communist f rone 
groups ap.d because of King * s constant association x;ith Commu- 
nist Party members /CL) . . * 
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In April, the Atlanta officeof the r'3I submitted a 
7 page monograph on Dr. King which* included a statement that 
information obtained during a three year period ending in 
September 1961 indicated no communist influence on Icing or 
ScLc. On May 1.0, FBI Headquarters advised the SAC in Atlanta 
that his conclusion was not consistent with facts mentioned 
elsewhere in the monograph and instructed him tc delete that 
conclusion from the monograph. The next day. Hoover placed 
King in Section A of the Reserve Index, labeled Communist. f u ; 
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In June 1952 the SAC 5.n Hew York sent memoranda to 
the Buraan reporting that King and [ (b) (7) (C*d mat and that 



[(b)(7)(c) 



he speculated about whether the Attorney General magus oe 

L ° 1(b)(7)(c) v h V s - pcYnts up an* -inconYlYtency *in 

the attitude of the Bureau concerning tftXiXO].Cn one hand, 
[(00X0] was referred to in some Bureau memos as lib; \i) Kd • • 



j in others he war. cited as part of the prooi of 

[ (b) (7) (c) 1 The Bureau also 

reported King's reaction to stories thai. [ (b)(7)(C) 
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He reportedly stated, ,f No natter what a man was, if he could 
stand up now and say he is net connected, then as -arasl 
am concerned, he is eligible to work for me. ^Xn OcLobc.r 
1962 articles appeared in the Augusta, GeOi-gr^ Ci-.cn._- — e, 
t : -e St Louis Globe Democrat and other papers exposing 
[ (b) (75(C) i SCLC connections. The Bureau advises that 

the article was the result of a COINTELFRO activity. The recqm- 
mended action was to send public source informat.on to rrrendly 
media in those southern states which had universities ttof. r in. 
had announced would be targets of efforts at integration. )J 

resigned in November from SCLC.Qkt) 



IiuCctober 1962, 
of King .fijS) 



the FBI began its security investigation 
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In late 1962 King publicly criticised the Bureau by 
stating that agents in the South were southern com ana unsyc- 
na the tic to the civil rights movement ana, therefore, unable 
to protect Negroes or to investigate their claims Ol poli-e 

brutality. (&■) 
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In July Attorney General Kennedy received a kcj from 
the Director reporting a request from Senator Konronay (D-Okla.) 
£cr inf o ran tic n concerning racial agitation and ccvruaunis t in- 
fluence in racial natters. (Senator ilagnucen (D-o’ash, ) made 
a similar inquiry a few days later). The Senator’s request was 
apparently prompted by testimony by Gov. Ross Barnett of Missis- 
sippi against an administration public acccrrr.odations bill. 
Barnett had raised the question of comrnunist influence. Two 
days later Gov. Wallace of Alabama testified in similar fashion. 
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The Director's nemo to the Attorney General stated that 
Communist Party was not able to assume a leadarhip role in 
racial unrest at that time but hoped to exploit che situation 

Jdeleted pursuant, to _(bj (7) (C).. • • • J ^ ) 

On July 13, 1963, Attorney General Kennedy apparently 
initiated a discussion with his FBI liaison, Courtney c.vans, 
concerning the feasibility of electronic surveillance on 
Dr. King because of possible communist influence on King. 

Evans discouraged the Attorney General, weighing the risk of 
public disclosure against the difficulty of electronically 
surveilling King who moved about the country so much but 
stating that a feasibility study could be done. After the 
Atlanta office reported that electronic surveillance was 
feasible and secure, the Eureeu prepared the necessary 
authorisation papers for a tesur on King's resident or at 
any future address to which he may tr.cve, and for a casur on 
SCLC or any future address to which it may move, and sent 
them to the Attorney General on July 23. On July 25, the 
Attorney General declined, believing it to be ill advised, 

On July 17, 1963, President Kennedy answered a ques- 
tion at a press conference to the effect trine there was no 
4 evidence that civil rights demonstrations were communist 
inspired. It was in this same month that the FBI opened 
an investigative file called "Communist Influence in Racial 
Hatters". On July 13, the Director sent a memo Co ail SAGS 
fas ttuc tirr them to fca alert fc any infoma*.*.ci* 
such influence. The Attorney General said in July that the 
FBI had no evidence that any civil rights leaders were con- 
trolled by Communists. Letters similar in tone were sent to 
Senators Hagnuscn and Monror.ey on July 23. On July 29, 

Hoover sent the Attorney General an 18 page memorandum cap- 
tioned: "Martin Luther King: Affiliation with the Communist 
Movement". [["deleted pursuant to (b) ,(1)_.. . .. .CLASSIFIED: TOP-SECRET 

j The Attorney Ceneral was upset, 

particularly in view of his recent public statements, he 
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believed that ca 
!U» sent the i 2 cux» 
allegations abou 



■tain people would feel 
buck to .the E3t denandi 
: Ki :v*. _ [ CLASSIFIED: 

EXEMPT- 5 USC (b)(1) 



he was protecting King. 
n>». documentation of the 
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Also in August 1953, the “['delet ed pursuant to (b)(7)(C) 

A conversation between King 

and an “employes o £ ’ ‘S CLC” wa s~o va r h e a r d as a result of a tesur 
on • . . CVKTX’O •• • home which Attorney General Kennedy had 
authorised in July at the sar.c time he had refused authorizing 
on King; [deleted purs uant t o (b)(7)(C) 



] These covrJars'atficns' wars " rennr uad fccT—fchS"' 

Department. In the same month, the Bureau, ovorhoard a ccr.vcr- 
saticn between (L)C?)(c) and Gordon Haskell of the ACI.U that tha 
Attorney General or Edward R. Hurrov, then head of the US I A , 

ml r**T t»/i Vi v»nr #-»*-» k/>V*n1 ^ if'T !!, Tn rr. 

to prav'r.t tha presentation, Mm: row ’.-'as sent a SECRET lector 
advising him that Ilaskall had bean elected chairman oZ ulie 
Independent Sceielist League about si;: years previ:usiw 1 



It was also in August 1963 that the Domes cic Intelli- 
gence Division of the FBI, headed by William Sullivan prepared 
a meiaorandu!!! analyzing the co : rsunisn party's efforts to exploit 
Negroes . The cenoranduni concluded that the effort vis largely 
unsuccessful but should bo closely watched. It stated that tha 
Ccror.ua 1st Party regarded King as the most likely vehicle through 
which it could achieve its goals. It contained no new informa- 
tion about King and did not conclude that he was a cororunisr^ u_/ 
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Hoover rejected the memo with a sarcastic reminder that the 
same FBI personnel had once said the same thing about Castro. 
Sullivan apologized saying the Director was right and he and 
others ware wrong. Sullivan called King the most dangerous 
Negro in the country from the standpoint of connunism, the 
Negro and national security. Tha memo disclosed that five 
people were working full time at Headquarters on the Negro - 
• communist influence' question 

In September the substance of more overheard conversa- 
tions were reported to the Attorney General. It appears that 
at this time King had stopped talking directly with (JdCfyCc') 
because of tha pressure from the Kennedy administration. 

However, indications are that King communicated with (b)Cr)Ct) 

• • • (VX*iXO who had now become counsel to King. ■> Indeed, 

King asked . .aiyCUCt ) this time if his "friend", . . . CliC7>CO»* • 
understood why King had not called him. King said ho wanted 
to wait until the civil rights debate was over. The Attorney 
General was advised that was overheard talking with King, 

OWC7)(c 33 and £O0(lXO]about various matters including the Birming- 
ham bombing, a replacement for (UfryO, making money from a 
record of King's speeches and a forthcoming beck of king ' LL 

In September Bureau Headquarters instructed its field 
offices in Atlanta and New York to do a feasibility study cn . 
technical surveillance on King and SCLC in both cities , citing 
es their justification nut only alleged communist influence 
[ d elet ed purs uant t o ( b) (7) (C) . Op. September 16, 

Sullivan proposed increased coverage of the Communist Party's 
efforts to influence Negroes. Hoover rejected tha proposal 
sarcastically saying that it would be a was te of resources in 
vie*/ of the earlier memo of Sullivan's Division. On September 
25, Sullivan apologized again and renewed his proposal for 
.• intensified coverage. Hoover approved the proposal on October 
1 , 1963 ^? 
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^ On October 10, 1963 Attorney General Kennedy approved 
the request cn a trial basis (ha also approved a tesur on SCLC 
in New York City at the same time; on October 21, he approved 
one on SCLC in Atlanta) saying to continue it if productive 
results and asking to.be advised if pertinent information de- 
veloped on communist connections. Attorney - General Kennedy 
had depressed concern about a tap on King's hone item a secu- 
rity standpoint. He tcld Evans, "the last thing we could 
afford to have would be a discovery of a wiretap cn King's 
residence". After receiving Evans' assurance of security, 
Kennedy 3 aid that he recognized the importance of coverage if 
substantial information was to be developed about the relation- 
ship between King and the Communist Party. Although the file 
. ro elects the coverage was to be evaluated after 30 days because 
of Kennedy's uncertainty about it. there is no record that the 
Bureau ever went back to the Attorney General for approval or 
Chat Kennedy inauired about the results. However his brother 
vtiK assassinated soon after the 30 day evaluation was com- 
pleted . The evaluation was internal end it resulted in e 9C 
day extension, largely because of information obtained that 
had nothing to do with communist influence, for example, 

[ deleted-* (b) (7) ( C) . . ♦ ] SCLC finances and King's travel plalrs7(u.) 

Bureau records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixteen 
micro phone s were used against King or SCLC over a two year 
period^O.) 
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Location 
King's home 

New York City apartment 
Hyatt House, Los Angeles 
Hyatt IIouso, Lcs Angeles 
Claridge Hotel, 

Atlantic City 
SCLC, Atlanta 
SCLC, New York 



Installed 

11/8/63 

8/14/64 

4/24/64 

7/7/64 

8/22/64 

11/8/63 

10/24/63 

7/31/64 



Microphone Surveillance of Dr, 



y *ry - — . o, 




avid the SCLC 




Discontinued 


/*■ 


4/30/65 

9/8/64 

4/26/64 

7/9/64 


* j 1 * * , 

,.L . . . t 


8/27/64 
6/21/65 
1/24/64 
7/31/64 v- 
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Ki.r.e: Jan. 64-Wov. 65 


• 



Location 



Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C. 
Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee 
t Hilton Hawaiian Village. Honolulu 
• Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 
Hyatt House, Los Angeles 
Statler Hotel, Detroit 
Senator Motel, Sacramento 
Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles 
linger Hotel, Savannah 
Park Sheraton, New York 
Americana Hotel, New York 
park Sheraton, New York 
Sheraton Atlantic, New York 
As tor Hotel, New York 
New York Hilton, Hew York 
Americana Hotel, New York 
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Installed 


Vh 


1/5/64 


irp 
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2/18/64 
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2/20/64 


&& 


2/22/54 
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3/19/64 


• . iiii 


4/23/64 


* t v 


7/7/64 
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5/28/54 
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1/28/65 
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3/29/65 


•“ * * 


5/12/65 




10/14/65 
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11/29/65 ^ ( 
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Xu October — t'- Attorney Genorsl was advised that ICiu t ^ 
and 0X1X0 again discussed a replacement for (i)Ct)Cc) and that 
OOOXO said he would discuss it with ICir." 1 s “friend’ 1 . Kennedy 
was also advised that King had received a telegram from a 
Russian poet. 

In October the Bureau sent to various government offi- 
cials a monograph captioned: Ccnnunicn and the Negro Movement -- 
a Current Analysis. It concerned King primarily and contained 
unfavorable references to him, including personal conduct un- 
related to any association with the Communist Party. The 
Bureau knew it would upset the Attorney General. It did. He 
ordered all copies recovered. They war e^u,) 

In November the Bureau had the tesurs in pipes at King's 
home and at SCLC Headquarters and they be "an to overhear King 

talking [ (b) (7) (C) ] 

and recounting past meetings. They also overheard conversations 
between King and CbXtXO about a forthcoming book and a meeting 

in New York with - . .ffc>X"7XO (photographs were taken 

showing King, • ..0»)C7XC7 together in Now York) and about 

a fund raising party for King. £ CLASSIFIED: SECRET....,, 

L.\is .IT- (b)(1)..... ............................. ........ ) 
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• * ... 

Returning to December 1963 the Bureau learned through 
one of the taps that King was going to raoet with President 
Johnson. Hoover approved sending to the White House the mono- 
graph abouc King that had been previously disseminated but re- 
coiled by Attorney General Kennedy, Hoover did not advise the 
At to nicy Ccneral of his intention. In fact* for some time 
i r ter President Kennedy's assassinatj.cn, Hoover cctmunicntnd 
directly with the White House and did not always inform the 
Attorney General of what ha was doing /u.) 
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Also In December, presumably sensing an opportunity 
because of a new President to become more aggressive in their 
effort tc discredit King, the Bureau had a one day conference 
at Headquarters to explore the communist influence in racial 
nuatcers and to "discuss avenues of approach to exposing King's 
unholy alliance with the CPUSA". A 21 item working paper was 
prepared in advance cf the meeting. Sullivan characterized 
King as a "dupe of the communists but also a man of low char- 
acter". Sullivan prepared a memorandum for his superiors re- 
porting the results of the December 23 meeting. The meeting 
was attended by two agents from Atlanta , Sullivan and four 
other men from Headquarters. Sullivan reported that the meet- 
ing pointed up the need for further information on six points. 

Four dealt with SCLC, its money and its personnel. The ether 
two dealt specifically with King and his personal life. Sullivan 
stated, "We will, at the proper time when it can be done wita- 
out eiiib ar a s srnsn t to the Bureau, expose King as an immoral 
opportunist who is not a sincere person but is exploiting the 
racial situation for personal gain. . . [We] will expose King 
for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first oppor- 
tunity". It was agreed to continue the security investigation ^ 
of King for ninety days and to give the case priority attention^ Uj 

d. 1964 . 



Xn January 1S54 King was named ■’Man of the Ye^r 

_ - Z ^ *.V. rs. ors*: r.r. 



l»? t ", 



uy TjLmu: 



J — * ^ • •• — ^ # t 

Magazine. On a UPI press rlease announcing the s exec exon, 

Hoover wrote: "Thev had to dig deep in the garbage to come up 
with this one". On January 3, 1964 a memo was prepared by 
Sullivan recommending getting King off of his Pedestal and re- 
placing him with another of the Bureau's choosxr.g. The xdaa 
was endorsed by Hoover. Headquarters told its Atlanta oirxce 
to start sending daily memos about King. In a follow up to 
the December 23, 1963 meeting the Bureau began a review ot 
the tax returns fer the previous 5 years Oo. King, SCj-C and - 
Gandhi Society; the Director instructed Atlanta to seek inror- 
mation of adverse views of King or SCLC from withxn the wegxo 
■novs^nt, stating these would he good four counterintelligence, fu) 




the Director instructed New York to stay alert for ta:: evasion 
information on King or his organizations and to provide informa- 
tion of any effort to utilize the media to enhance King’s image. 
Obviously, these instructions pertained to information that 
might be obtained through tesurs and misursf'u. ) 

The first microphone surveillances of King occurred in 
January 1954 at the Willard Hotel. An eight page summary of . 
the tape was orepared and delivered to Waltar Jenkins of the 

White House staff, [""deleted pursuant to (b) (7) (C) . ... .. ... .^ . 

........] cover rejected 

a racoarnendati’on'TtRTC ttie Attorney General get a copy. Sullivan 
pointed out that Kennedy night reprimand King, thereby fore- 
closing the possibility of developing similar information. 

Sullivan said it was important to have such information in order 
to coraoletely discredit King as a leader of the Negro people. 

In briefing Jenkins , Cartha DeLoach acknowledged that the Direc- 
tor wanted additional information prior to discuso-ng j->- wj.th 
certain friends -meaning, ‘among others, the media. 

On January 27, 1964 Sullivan approved another misur at 
a Milwaukee hotel. The reconunerdins memo poiiited nut tliat be- 
.acute police would be tuserby, J_feleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) „ 

* • • • • • » > • • • • * * * 

lloov-ar "wrote: "l con 1 1 share” the conjecture - 

* 

The Attorney General was advised that King met in New 
Yrrk witl ...CW)COCO .... and others ir. January. Also in_Jap.ua:-, 

[ (b) (7) (&>is overheard calling King a "sucker", ignorant , 
"inexperienced", a "bad writer" and "without business sense .(0> 

On January 17, 1964 Headquarters approved discontinuance 
of the coverage at SCLC in New York because of the orrica s 
•inactivity. Coverage was to be reconsidered if the orfice a- 

acti-ci. Hoover testified before the House Appropriations 



- 27 - 






lY" Q cr 

i t \ l..« 



Caranittce in January and made seme off -the -record remarks about 
Kin.; and the cor.^unist Influence in tlie racial movement; , which 
caused a public furor vhen they vere discussed in a Joseph Also? 
newspaper column in April.^U) 
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On February 12, 19 C4 the Director in a memo to the Atlanta 
office, referred to a conversation in which [ de leted pursuant 

to (b) ( 7) (C) •••_• • • • * * * • 1 lloover 

inctructccr^Atianta to be alert to ["(b) (7) (C ) . « . «]tor counter- 
intelligence purposes. He indicated he wanted to capitalize on 
it and welcomed suggestions as to how it could be done, fix) 

On February 13 . 1964, Assistant Attorney Gei-.eral Burke 
Marshall sent files to the White House concerning King, [ (b) (7) (C) ] 
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*[ • • (b) (7) (C) f . . ]iie pa^xcarar^rsference to a September 1963 

memo he sent to the Director concerning his, Marshall's, con- 
versation with King in which he provided King with specific 

information about [ . . . (b) (7) (C) 1. Marshall wanted President 

Johnson to know of King's background. He did not know that 
the Bureau had been providing the White House with such infor- 
mation. DeLoach sent Hoover a memorandum about Marshall's 
letter and a meeting DeLoach had with Bill Moyers and Walter 
Jenkir.s about the. letter. He reported that the White House 
mistrusted Attorney General Kennedy's motives in providing the 
files. Personal marginalia written on the memo by Hoover in- 
dicates his dislike of Marshall and Deputy Attorney General 
Katsenoach . 

. • * ;5 ' * !' * *.* * » ' . • i 

Vn response to information about a rumored plot to 
assassinate King, Headquarters sent Atlanta a memo 'on the 
eighteenth stating that the Bureau wan to be advised pronptly 
of information concerning violence to be directed against King. 
Finally in February the Director advised the New York and 
Atlanta offices to gather all previous references to King's 
forthcoming book and put them in one memorandum so that the 
Bureau could take some action in counterintelligence or other- 
"to discredit King or otherwise neutralize his effective- 
because of communist influence on him. !I ^C-) ^ 

King met en February 29 with [ . . . (b) (7) (C) . . . . ] in New 
City. ; 

When King want to Hawaii in February,, agents from San 
Francisco were sent to the island to install microphones in 
his hotel. Sullivan justified the installation as an attempt 
to obtain facts about King [ . ♦ (b) (7) (C) . ho that ... / might be 
used against him.rtX.) 

In March 1964- , conversations continued to be intercepted 
and reported. Also in March King was approached by two people 
in government: one was an invitation from Sargent Shriver to 
consult on a poverty study being done by 0E0; the other was a 
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discussion with a member of tha State Department (friend of 
the Kennedy's) about King's participating in a civil rights 
memorial for President Kennedy. Among the comments ort the 
Bureau memo about these contacts were that it was checking, 
in view of Attorney General and White House knowledge of King's 
Communist Party connections, that is was disturbing, particu- 
larly because King was "...an individual so fraught with evil. Iju. 

Or. March 4, it was recommended to Sullivan and approved 
by Hoover that the Attorney General be given the results of 
the Willard Hotel nisur and more recent misurs in Hawaii and 
Ixis Angeles, Evans- was to tell the Attorney General that King 
shouldn't be told of the information. He was provided the 
information now because Berl Bernhard was scheduled to inter- 
view King in connection with a possible memorial to President 
Kennedy and it was thought that the Attorney General might 
cancel the interview. The White House was also provided with 
the more racent information. fi\,) 

On March 9, 1964 (W)C»XO met with King in Atlanta. In 
March, the Bureau proposed and carried out several significant 
actions against King. They installed a misur on Sullivan's 
.* authorization • in a Detroit hotel where King was staying. Alter 
learning that Marquette University was going to award King an 
honorarv degree, Hoover approved having the SAC in Milwaukee 
give the Chancellor of the University a monograph about King 
that cited his communist party connections and referred tc his 
being a moral degenerate. Marquette had previously honored 
Hoover and the Bureau memo that recommended this action cnoughn 
it was "shocking" that the University would also honor icing ) 

OOCOCO , whom King was considering adding to his 

staff, attended a party in New York at the Soviet Mission. As 
a counterintelligence activity, the FBI provided the New York 
Daily News with this information for a news article which was 
published. The Director turned down a request of Representa- 
tive Smith of Virginia for information about . . • CblsQXO • • • * * 
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with the notation, "not now". King was photographed by the Fill 
Los: Angeles with an aide and 

(V ) 
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In April 19»i4, DeLoach briefed Senator Saltonstall (Mass.) 
nr.d Springfield College President Glenn. Olds (now President 
of Kent State University) about King in an unsuccessful effort 
to prevent tha awarding of an honorary degree. Also ir. April 
Joseph Alsop published the article concerning King, coinrranist 
connections, and Hoover's January testimony concerning communist 
Influence on racial matters. King responded by criticizing the 
Bureau's concern with communism and not with racial probleras*c{j 
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On April 23, 1964 Sullivan authorized a misur on King 
ir. Los Angeles and one in Sacramento. Also in April Hoover 
approved permitting the State Department's Bureau of Intelli- 
gence and Research to read the "recalled" monograph about King. 
The Kbits House and Attorney General were told that King, in 
a near intoxicated state, said he was going to go on a hunger 
strike in D.C. and die unless the Civil Rights Bill was passed. 
Attorney General Kennedy was advised that King had refused to 
debate Malcolm X. King confused the Director when, ror unknown 
reasons , he had his secretary advise the FL'I he was going to 
wive a roeeeh in the Philadelphia area. Apparently this was 
the first time King had told the Bureau of his plans anc*. toe 
Director wanted to know why. In later months, and years. King 
usually told the Bureau of his travel plaus Qa.) 

The pace of Bureau activity concerning Kins then seems 
to have slackened for a few months. In facu, ^n .lay 1 v 

Atlanta office was cold to leave personal maiarrai a.ouc 
Kirn? only in in tr a- Bureau communications and not ~n 

be disseminated. However, the New Yor»t erf ice vzv 
;c to canvass New York banks to find any accounts , 

r-’-c xa. updated profile of King was prepared in .-.ay anu 
as the justification for keeping King in Sa---.n *. - * 

Index because of "subject’s position as Preside^ oi Sou^c-nc 
he continues to be controlled by Communists. ^ 
the profile originally contained a statement the,. .L.g •** 



that inxgui: 
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In May 1964 King repeated an earlier criticism of^the 
FBI's concern with communist influence on him ~-d tYu, ua 
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movtaheiiC by saying that the Bureau should be more concerned, with, 
such things as bombings against black people. Also in May, the 
Director congratulated the Atlanta office for some investigative 
work that appeared to indicate [ (b) (7) (Bid prepared a letter for 
King in February. Headquarters considered this a most important 
development which showed continuing ties between (b)(7)C«nd King. 

On Hay 13, Headquarters told Hew York to update their information 
on O’Dell. £(/.) ... 

In June 1964, a New York attorney, Harry Wachtel, seems 
to have become an advisor to King. In the White House, Lee 
White , later to become Chairman of the Federal Power Commission, 
had become the liaison with King and civil rights groups. When 
his name appeared, Hoover asked, ,: Vftiat do we know about Lea 
White?" He was provided with background information that same 
day. On June 3 and 4, 1964 the White House and the Attorney 
General respectively were given double or tripel hearsay infor- 
mation about [ (b) (7) (C) •_•••• 

On - June b , He ad quarters sent another memo to 

’ va r ious cf'o f f i c e s reminding them to be .extremely alert 
to any and all information available bearing upon the matter 
of [ (b) (7) (C) ] vje should be alert to any situa- 

tion. which” might merit exploitation by the Bureau at the proper 
time..." Significantly , however, on the eleventh. Headquarters 
sent a memo to field offices in Jacksonville (St. Augustine 
was the scene of civil rights demonstrations at that time), 

Atlanta and New York emphasising the necessity of advising local 
police officials, military and secret service personnel whenever 
the Bureau received information concerning a threat to King ; s 
life. The memo indicated it would be embarassing to the Bureau 
if there weirs claims of inaction or delay concerning such threats^tv) 

On June 12, 1964 Sullivan prepared a memo for Alan Belmop.c, 
telling of Sullivan's meeting with a Dr. Espy, the General Secre- 
tary of the National Council of Churches of Christ. Dr. Espy 
wanted to know of King's communist ties. Sullivan told him of 
that and of King's personal life. In the memo, Sullivan wrote, 

M j think that we have sowed an idea here whicn may do some good, f'j.) 



...V 

'V '• \. * 

V ) . 



. i* 



"Sy : 

l H 



< ' 










* * ' •* ' L . . 

• ♦ ' ,v ’'•uTk, N . . ' • ' 



. -f 



In July, an internal Bureau memo justified the contin- 
uance of tesurs previously authorized on King. On July 17, 
the White House (Jenkins), at Hoover's direction, was given a 

descriptive summary of t (b) (7) (C) 

] The Attorney General was not.-'o.^ 



In mid-July King was to appear in Greenwood, Mississippi 
shortly after it was learned that. three civil rights workers 
were missing in the Philadelphia, Mississippi area. Hoover did 
not want to afford protection to Dr. King and he spoke separately 
with the President and the Attorney General. The President 
finally told Hoover he wanted the FBI to be with King and to 
make a statement that they would investigate violations of federal 
law in that regard AX; 



On July 23, while listening to King's telephone, the 
Bureau heard of a report of plans to kill King. The rumor was 
checked with negative results. The Bureau was provided with a 
report of checks drawn iri June from King's New York bank account. 
The Bureau briefed Congressman Puc inski of Illinois of soma of 
ICing's background. And on July 29, 1564 King was overheard 
.telling [ . . (b) (7) (C) . .] he did not think ha should speak in Harlem 
or Bedford - Stuyvesant (where there had been racial riocing) 

the "...communists groups would do everything they could 



to discredit •' 

In August and September 1964, Hoover approved proposals 
to have an A SAC in New York try to get Cardinal Spellman to 
prevent the Pone from grantJ.ng an audience to King, to have 
DeLoach go to former Eisenhower Press Secretary James Hagerty 
to prevent ABC from doing a television biograph of King, and 
to have DeLoach go to che Chairman of the Board of Curtis 
Publishing Company which published the Saturday Evening Post to 
prevent the publishing of an article by King in the magazine. 
According to Bureau memos, although the Cardinal was "gratified 
that the Director thought enough of him" to convey the informa- 
tion, the audience was granted. Hoover wrote, "Astounding" on 
two news articles which reported the audience. On a third, he 
wrote "I am amazed that the Pope gave an audience to such a 
degenerate . 'fu ) 
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Attorney General Kennedy resigned in September an>i he 
cave Ccurtr.ey Evans the material about King's hotel activities. 
{Provided him on two earlier occasions by the FBI. Kennedy aid 
r.ot want the material in Department cf Justice fii.es ar.J he 
recommended that the FBI destroy it. Hoover refused toco so 
’and directed that it be retained in a secure Location.^; 
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When King was overheard telling (now Congressman) Walter 
Fauntroy he was not sure he would attend a "get out the vote" 
meeting of clergymen in New York because of Cardinal Spellman * s 
conservatism. Hoover wrote, "Have (SAC) Malone alert the Cardinal.'^) 

In October 1964, James Bland of the FBI recommended that 
the tesur be kept on' King's home. On October *11, two more in- 
ternal Bureau memos defined the procedure to follow when the 
FBI was notified about threats on King's life. The Bureau was 
to notify the Atlanta police and appropriate local police, -as 
well as federal agencies. The FBI would not notify King,’ leav- 
ing that to localpolice. Headquarters instructed Chicago to 
check on a possible account of King's at a Chicago bank. Eight 
days later, Chicago recommended against the attempt because tnsy 
hed no established sources in this "Negro bank in a Negro neigh- 
borhood," Hoover wrote, "Shameful. 1 " on two news articles, one 
announcing King winning the Nobel Peace Prize and one. an edi- 
torial, praising King and the civil rights movement .(u./ 

The Fill stepped up its campaign against King during the 
r.cnt three months in probable reaction to his getting Laa Nobel 
M-r. 3y this tins Nicholas dcB. Katccr.bach was acting At ter- 




ming 



Saturday _ 

attemot to prevent its publication. On November 5, a telephone 
conversation between <VX7)(f) and King was overheard by the FBI. 

In the conversation, (b) (7) (C)was referred to by both men as 

..(b)(7)(C) pointed out that (b)(7)(C).ed abided by 

earlier decisions but now they were not in the same s^-taution 
as they were with the Kennedy Administration and Lnut the Civ.s.1 
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Rights Act hail been passed. He said that van ted to 

meet with King. King said that the matter could be discussed 
in a forthcoming meeting in New York and that, "...after the 
election, it would be a new situation". The White House and 
Acting Attorney General were advised of this information. A,) 
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On November 12 information was given to the [ (b)(7)(C) ] 
in the hope that the paper would expose King's possible 
and prospec tive [ (b) (7) ( C) J ^ I _. . . . u. 




The State Department asked for security information about 
King because cf the Oslo trip. Cn November 13, in a memo to 
the Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Security, the Bureau. 

discussed co iv [ . . . (b) (7) (C) . ] He was called [.•• 

: .-7777777... -.(b)(7)(C).; 77777 . . 77. 77.' '.TT 



777. . .'. 7 ] Also bn cue 13th, tne 

Liga“77in - IX>uuon--WAS £613 Tio advi s e the'D.S. Ambassadors to 
England and Norway of King 1 s background in an effort to fore- 
stall embassy receptions for King.^cO) 



On November 16, 1964, a memo was prepared which pulled 
together recent information indicating "further evidences or 
the influences in high places which Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and his associates are able to wield." On the 18tn, Hoover 



CONFIDENTIAL 






met with a delegation of several women reporters. On the record, 
he called King "a notorious liar". Hoover's remark caused a 
sensation. Off the record. Hoover said of King: "He is one of 
the lowest characters in the country". Later one of these re- 
porters apparently asked to cover a proposed meeting between 
Hoover and King. Hoover wrote on the memo reporting the request, 
"I have no appointment with King and 1 do not intend to make 

one"^) • . ' . - . 

On November 19, 1964, Frederick J. Baumgardner sent a 
memo to Sullivan reporting a discussion between VJachtel and 
Rustin as to how to respond to Hoover's "liar" statement. The 
memo indicated that an investigation was being conducted to 
determine VJachtel 1 s connection with the communist movement. In 
a rather lengthy observation, Baumgardner wrote: . 

"The significant thing involved here 
is not that these individuals have 
jumped quickly’ to King's defense, 
but rather that they are seizing the 
opportunity, in line with a long-held 
communist objective, to launcn a, 

. campaign to oust the Director as head 
of the FBI^cO 

The important thing at this 
point is to follow this matter 
closely to determine the degree • . . 

• • to which King follows cneir ^ . 

... advice in regard to issuing the • • 

• statement prepared by Wachtel 

for we will then have further 
• evidence of the extent to which 
king is being used by communist 
symaothizers in support of com- 
munish ob j ec tives . j 
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Kins' sent Hoover a telegram responding to the Dire: 

^ . « . ■! /% xt ^ n -c •- 



ciUir." him a "notorious liar". On November ^0, it was re com- 
manded* that Hoover ignore it. Hoover wrote: "OH. 3uc I cnn‘r. 
understand why we are unable to get the tree facts -be tore the 
mib 1 ic We can't even get our accomplishments pub^is.^a, 
arc never talcing the aggressive but allow lies to retna.vr._un- 
ans'-~r~d". A new 51 page profile of King was prepared 
?3rZ “on the same day, Sullivan authorized the State Departn^t 
tzo brief the USIA security officer about King. The security ^ 
officer then requested supporting data so that he 
i'*5 T A ^r~T. sponsoring King on a trip threugn Euro^ • 
the Hear East.. Belmont approved disseminating tna inroraaciuju 
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On November 27 , 1964 , Roy Hilltlns rnquestnd and uas 
granted a casting wick DsLoach after Hoover had given a f. ^y^ 
at Loyola University in Chicaso m Milch he .ef ^xycmixa 

degenerates" in civil rights groups. Acco.d ^ -° c - Fal 
prenered by Deloach of the meeting, Wilkins asked Chet the : rat 
not ruin King because that would ruin the civil rignt. no.ur.. 
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The memo states that Wilkins said he would try to get King to 
retire. DeLoach wrote that he chastized Wilkins for his comments 
about Hoover and the FBI. He said he warned Wilkins that if 
King wanted a war with the FBI, they had the ammunition end would 
win. Wilkins was reported as saying he knew King was a liar and 
had sympathies toward the communist movement. Hoover sent a 
letter to President Johnson about the meeting. /£) 



On November 30, permission was given to the Legat in London 
to brief U.S. Ambassadors in Sweden and Denmark about King. Cn 
the same day King asked (WCiXO to discuss his five minute accep- 
tance speech with .. . Cb)C7)(0 ♦ He also said he was 

going to askj\ndy Young and Harry Wachtel to write a 5 minute 
speech each .. _• . ' 

• , * > . ' 
Andrew Young called DeLoach cn December 1, 1964 and re-r 
quested a meeting between King and the Director. Young said 
that King wanted to talk about the future and not the past. 

DeLoach said he told Young - that the "...crusade of defamation 
against Mr. Hoover and the FBI... [the] campaign of slander and 
defamation against the Director and the FBI..." by King and 
^his organisation behind "our" backs, trust be dropped. Hoover 
and King met in Hoover’s office on December 1, Deloach sat in 
on the meeting ar.d wrote a. 10 page memo to Mohr about the meet- 
ing. One and one half pages covered what King said: the rest 
covers what Hoover said. This may actually represent the rela- 
tive amounts of conversation. King was overheard (by a tap) 
talking to a reporter and to Harr)” Wachtei and he told than 
that ha had spoken for 10 minutes and Hoover had spoken for .45^- 
50 minutes. During the meeting King said he could never be a 
communist and he referred to his removal of • • • CbXTOCcl •• • • 
Hoover covered many subjects, including FBI infiltration of the 
Klan, upgrading of local police, psychoneurotic tendencies of 
Gov. Wallace, assignment of northern agents to the South, seme 
cases, Selma, that Aubrey Lewis (a black man) was an agent, 
that there were 10 or 11 Indian agents and "Mexican -blooded" 
agents, and that the Bureau couldn't lower its standards just 
because of color. He gave King some advice: register Negroes 
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